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1.1 Benin
On February 13, 2013
the General Secretary
of the 1,800-strong
SYNEHM
domestic
workers union of Benin
was received by the
President
of
Parliament, Mr. Maturin
Koffi Nago.
At the
meeting the General
Secretary called for the
ratification of C189 and
reminded the President
that already in 1998
Benin had adopted the
Ministerial Decree No.
026 of April 14, 1998
which fixed the salaries
of domestic workers
per category. In reply, Mr. Nago said that the Parliament of Benin is ready to
ratify the Convention. SYNEHM is planning another meeting with Ministry
and Director General of Labour in order to keep up the pressure on
Government to ratify C189.

1.2 Indonesia
Hundreds of domestic workers marched in seven cities in Indonesia on the
Domestic Workers Day, February 15, 2013. In Jakarta, the rally was led by
two coalitions: KAPPRT and BM which included the domestic workers
national network, Jala PRT, and trade union national centres, KSBSI and
KSPI. The key demand in all seven cities was the adoption of the draft law
on domestic workers. Two days prior to this, Sayuti, a domestic worker
and leader of the Tunas Mulia Domestic Workers Union in Yogyakarta, said
at a television interview that the draft law would give rights to domestic
workers, including those below 18 years of age, on health, education and
minimum wage. Currently the IUF is supporting Tunas Mulia in organizing
and organization building. To Read the News on "House Urged to Pass
Law to Protect Domestic Workers" >>

1.3 Ireland
On February 18, 2013 the Domestic Workers Action Group organized a
domestic workers workshop titled "Building Our Power". The IDWN and
FNV-Bondgenotten were represented by Karin Pape and Rebeca Pabon.

2.

March 8, 2013 – International Women’s Day: Our Next Mobilization Day

Domestic workers in South Africa, Trinidad & Tobago, Cambodia, Hong Kong and Jamaica, are mobilizing and
planning action on that day.

Share your action with us by posting at IDWN FaceBook Page or emailing:

info@idwn.info or 12 by 12 FaceBook Group.

ITUC webpage: http://www.ituc-csi.org/domestic-workers-12-by-12

3.

Knowing Domestic Workers in the world

3.1 ILO released its first global report on domestic workers in January
"Domestic Workers Across the World: Global and regional statistics and the extent of legal protection":
http://www.ilo.org/travail/Whatsnew/WCMS_173363/lang--en/index.htm
For a special page on the IDWN:
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/features/WCMS_201117/lang--en/index.htm
3.2 The Humanitarian Organization for Migration Economics (HOME), an NGO responding to the needs of
migrant communities in Singapore, released its report on the trafficking of foreign domestic workers (FDWs)
into domestic servitude in Singapore, on December 18, 2012. The report found that 99% (149 out of 151)
of the cases of FDWs interviewed by HOME between March and July 2012 demonstrated indicators of all three
required elements of the international definition of human trafficking.

4.

To Read the Report >>

Domestic Workers Law Passed in the Philippines

Following the ratification of C189 last year, the Philippines passed the Domestic Workers Act (Batas
Kasambahay) in January this year to give effect of the Convention.
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